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Re. Pre-MUR498 ^ 
Ikfidiad Steele and Bdinda Cook " 

DearMr. Joidan and Mr. MQcrison: 

TUs law firm has been designated as counsel to Micbad Slede and Belinda Cook in the 
above captioned Non-Compfadat Geaeiated Matter. The Fedenl Election Conmussion CUe 
CornmissimQ faas scdidted faifonnBtion peitaimng to a concem that Steele for Maryland, Inc. 

CommittBê  may have accepted excessive cash and in-kuid donations fiom Dr. Manica 
Tma. (Notification Letter, p.1). TTie Ocimmisaion has also solicitad faifoBination pertannng to 
ccrtafai disbursements made fiom tfae Commitiee to Dr. T̂mwr'a company, Biown Sugar 
UnUmited. (Notification Letter, p. 2). FSnatty, die Cnmmissinn has inquind whedxr die 
Cominittae lecdved benefits fiom two vendon̂  Fomi Mastera and OOP Shqipc> fa yiftaî  it did 
not provide remuaention. Qd,). As demnnrtraliBd by die fiiUowing; as well as die enclosed 
e9q«t deelantion of finmer Conmiissioner Mtcfaael Toner, no cause exists to condnde tiiat die 
Gonrndtteê  Mî . Sleeleb nor M& Cook have vicdated die Fed^ 

AcT) in sny lespeeL 

leopeet to die contributions received fiom Dr. Timer, and refimded to Dr. Turner's 
coiporalioî  die two tiaussctioiis in question lefiect an cfiEbit liy die Cbmsdltice to lennburse 
Ifigjtnnate canapaigii fiinriwising eapenaes. As die sister of candidste NBcfaaal Steely Dr. Tinner 
oisBal»d aad honed iwo findndsen for Mr. Smele's Senaie caoqadgn. on July 8,2006 and 
October 21.2006. Sfae also aasislBdwifii fimds toward Lotemet and radio adveî ^ 
by faelpmg widi misedlueoos oudî  In total she spent $37,262.35. Beeanse it was 
undenlood that d» findndser cost oonaidenUy moie flan $4,200, campâ  staff advised 
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Dr. Ikner that she would be reimbursed for amounts beyond die maximum aUowahle individual 
donation. Accordingly, Dr. Turner provided die Committee wiUi an ileinized list of expenditures 
as well as an itemiaed invoice under the name of Iter company brown Sugar Unlimited, LLC 
("Brown Sugaî . Payment fiv all services provided to die Commitiee were made by die 
Comnuttee in Februaiy of 2007. There is no evidence to suggest, as the Conunission's 
Notification Letter would uidicate, that such invoices or pqoienls were made to conceal die 

g) leptnnate payments fin legitimaie campaign services provided to tfae Committee. Cisnpaign 
^ ooimmttoes make such payments every dsy. Moreover, die listed OKposate headquanen of 

Brown Sugpr were the same as Dr. TVuner's faonie address. 

I * » ^ . ^ n . w . 
^ oontributions and subsequent reunbuisement have been shared widi Michael Toner of Bryan 
Q Cava LLP. As die Ccunmisskm is awan̂  Mr. Toner heads his firm's Election Law and 
HI Government Educs practice groiqi and previously served ss a Commissioner and Chainnan of 

the Onmmissnnn. An mt forth in detail in die Rficnmp̂ nying Dncbnatinn, Dr. Tinrw made 
contrfoutions for bona fide csmpaign activities at fiar value. The Conunitlee's reimbursement of 
duM ufltolbutiAiij wm, bMh puaujubU aod iadud tMuauy to asm to AslDi. Twm did 
not contribute pealer dian the statutory maxnnum of S4,200 in conbibutions. Expert 
Declaiation of Micfaael Toner R̂ gprdfaig Stede Senate Campaign Payments to Dr. Monica 
Turner CToner Dedaiation'O, attached hereto. 

Ultiiutely, it is Mr. Toner's condusion, shared by die undersigned, that die 
Cofflmittee's piyment to Ms. 'i\iiiHr was i»t only legdly pcomssiUê  it was also legslly 
required to prevent dw existence of any excesdve in-kind conliibutiou 
Oomnihtee's primaiy and geiierd dedien campaigns, ŵ  
under 2 U.>S.C § 419ii(tt(D and did nnt crvnittitiilB a pmhihiiBd ptRimnd ine nf GsnuMign fonds. 
To die extent the Conunisdon dwdd eondude diat amoded pre-priinaQr, post-̂ nend or 48 
hour disdoBures are benefidd at this pohtf, fhe Commiltrff will be inkling to file audi 
amendments. 

Widi lespeet to payments made to die two vendors. Form Maston and GOP Shoppe, toy 
•past repntiiv enors wifli reqiect to tfaese peyments have long amoe heen identified, and 
collected by ttiaConmillcse, After cfosdycRsmiiiiDgaUpwinentomfidtî  
die preaem fimn the Micfaad Steele for Maryland UonunittBe accoutt ("Stete Account"), it was 
detffmiiiad fliat widi respect to services provided to die CommiUee, ona payment each to Fonn 
Masten (m die amomit of $7,707.00) and GOP Shofipe (in die amount of $29,97330) was 
ecroneonaly paid bf ttie Stste Account fin services which were legitimately peribrmed for die 
ConunittBe. Bofo vendon maanfoctare politicallŷ oriented materids indni^ 
maiimgs, bumper stieken, appard, balloons and odwr smdlar items. Aldnugh tfae Committee 
uutiaUy Usted fliese ddito as ite own, fhe debte later enoneoudy were iBvened bec^ 
mistetawly believed at dte time to hsTC been incuired as an ifrkindcô  
RqiddiGBn Party. 
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Upon learning ofthe erroneous paymente and repartin̂  in March and April of2009, die 
Conimittee issued psymeot to die GOP Shoppe for $29,973.30 and to Fonn Masters in die 
amount of $7,707.00. Subsequendy, dusre two vendors issued rdndwrsement paymente to die 
Slale Auxiuiil xml amaudad fadeid difiduGunai ware filnl fui dw GumiuiUw uu Apiil 15,2009. 

^ Tha fixiant Cnmmitfm rapmt cnvmrine flifi pftrind Jrnnniy 1,7JK)9 tn Mflrnh 11,7J)09 rnflettf that 
on both vendors faave beea paid in fidl and neidier faas an outstandiiv balance. Tie Comniittee has 
^ fiirtfaer peifiinned a review of aUComnuNee bank statements detdling dwwî  
^ account at eadi bank, as wdl as dte pddic disdosure finms reflectiug dte p̂ yee fiir eadi 
1̂  withdrawal, and flte Committee now bdieves that dl odwr paymente fiom the State Account 
«j were oonqdetdy prqier eiqiiendittBes fiir die benefit of fl» State Account The enoneous 
^ paymente to Form Maaters and GOP Shoppe were an dierration, and have been entir̂  
O 

ThaidL yuu Air yuur uKipenulun. Plewie du mii heduue ui mnunH me Ifl cua be uf auy 
assistance to you m resolving tlds matter. 

Very truly yours. 

SteftnC. Passantino 


